Ambridge Christian Center

Experiencing God, Expressing His Love

 Statement of Purpose

Our Purpose

To lead people into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ

 Our Mission 

Ambridge Christian Center exists to help people 

experience God, excel in spiritual growth, and express his love to the world. 

Reaching My Full Potential
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What is God’s Purpose For My Life?

1. The Great Commandment:

Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself'.  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."




 



Matthew 22:36-40
2. The Great Commission

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you… 


Matthew 28:18-20

God’s Five Purposes For My Life

1. I was designed for God’s pleasure:
Worship

Weekly Celebration

2. I was formed for God’s Family: 
Community

Life Groups

3. I was created to become like Christ: Discipleship

Life Groups

4. I was shaped to serve God:

Ministry

Leadership

5. I was made for mission:  

Mission

Outreach Events

Basic Training

1. Starting Point – will give you the opportunity to connect with others in a small group setting while discussing relevant truths about what it means to be a Christian.  It is a primary way to get to know some people and enjoy the sense of community we share here at ACC.
2. Spiritual Foundations Course – helps you understand important aspects about salvation, our statements of faith, the ACC vision and structure of the church, and what it means to be a member of ACC.  
3. Spiritual Breakthrough Retreat – is a weekend retreat that identifies strongholds that keep you from your full potential and helps you to demolish them.  Some topics covered are how to be set free from bitterness, self-gratification, and the occult.  There is a time for teaching and you will have opportunity to pray individually with a trained prayer partner that will pray with you to be released from these strongholds.
4. Small Group Leadership Training – will equip you to effectively lead a small group.  We will discuss the Biblical foundations for small groups as well as how small groups serve as the structure of ACC.  You will learn about small group dynamics, leadership techniques, and clarify expectations for church leadership.
Ambridge Christian Center:  Ministry Strategy

Experience, Excel, Express

1. Experience God

· Our spiritual journey begins with our experience of salvation in Jesus Christ. Our personal relationship with God begins when we encounter the love of Jesus Christ and respond by repenting of our sins, surrendering our lives to His Lordship, and receiving His forgiveness (Luke 5:27-28; Romans 10:9-10). At that point we experience an inner transformation of our heart and the Spirit of God dwells within us (1 Cor. 12:13). 
· At ACC our primary environment for experiencing God is our Weekly Service. In our service we experience God’s presence through authentic worship and the preaching of God’s Word (Acts 2:1-4;14-36). While experiencing salvation in Christ is the starting point of our spiritual journey, it is not the end. We need to experience God daily in our private devotions, and weekly as we gather together corporately to worship God. For this reason it is vitally important to commit to weekly attendance.
2. Excel In Spiritual Growth

· Life Groups are our primary strategy for spiritual growth at ACC. We believe that spiritual growth takes place best in the context of meaningful relationships. Life Groups provide an atmosphere where we can develop deeper friendships, engage in meaningful discussion, and pray together in a way that would not be possible in a large gathering.
· Life Groups are a reflection of the strategy for ministry that we find in the New Testament Church (they were big enough to grow/reach people; and small enough to care). They are the heart of our discipleship process at ACC.
Life Groups are clusters of 3 to 12 people that meet together on a regular basis (weekly, bi-monthly, or monthly) where together we fulfill God’s purposes for life and ministry.

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

Acts 2:46-47

· 
You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house.    Acts 20:20

· Life Groups exist to assist our growth in 3 vital relationships

1.                    with God.

2.                    with believers.

3.                    with unbelievers.

· The Spiritual Breakthrough Retreat another avenue to pursue spiritual growth. It is a weekend retreat that identifies strongholds that keep you from your full potential and helps you to demolish them.  Some topics covered are how to be set free from bitterness, self-gratification, and the occult.  There is a time for teaching and you will have opportunity to pray individually with a trained prayer partner that will pray with you to be released from these strongholds.
3. Express His Love
· The final stage of our discipleship strategy is to express God’s love through ministry and service (Luke 9:1-2). God has called us to impact our world with the message of Jesus Christ. Our spiritual growth is incomplete unless we allow God to use us to reach the lost and lead them into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ by helping them experience God, excel in spiritual growth, and express his love to the world.

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ…”


Ephesians 4:11-12

· The best way to engage in ministry is to join a ministry team at the church and help with outreach events.

· There are many ministry teams and opportunities for serving and leadership at ACC. There are opportunities to lead a Life Group, become a Youth or Children’s ministry leader, become a Nursery worker, help with the coffee and hospitality ministry, become an usher or greeter, become an altar worker, help with the building and grounds crew, join the worship team, help with sound, lighting, and video production, etc. 

Experience.

Excel.

Express.

Ambridge Christian Center

MEMBERSHIP


What does it mean to be a member?

The difference between “attender” and “member” can be summed up in one word:
  





.

At Ambridge Christian Center we recognize the need for a formal membership.

A. We ask you to commit to membership for 4 reasons:

1. A 




 Reason:  Christ is committed to the church

“...Christ loved the church, and gave His life for it.”  Ephesians 5:25
2. A  




 Reason:  It is an antidote to our society.

We live in an age where very few want to be committed to anything...a job...a marriage...our country.  This attitude has even produced a generation of “church shoppers and hoppers”.  Membership swims against the current of America’s “consumer religion”.  It is an un-selfish decision.  Commitment always builds character.

3. A 




 Reason:  It defines who can be counted on.


Every team must have a roster.  Every school must have an enrollment.  Every business has a payroll.  Every army has an enlistment.  Even our country takes a census and requires voter registration.  Membership identifies our family.

4. A 




 Reason:   It produces spiritual growth.


The New Testament places a major emphasis on the need for Christians to be accountable to each other for spiritual growth.  You cannot be accountable when you’re not committed to any specific church family.

B. What is expected of me as a member?

At Ambridge Christian Center we never ask our members to do more than the Bible clearly teaches.  We only expect our members to do what the Bible expects every Christian to do.  These responsibilities are spelled out in the Membership Commitment.

Ambridge Christian Center

Membership Commitment

	
	
	

	Name
	
	Address

	
	
	

	Phone Number
	
	City / State / /Zip


Having received Christ as my Lord and Savior and been baptized, and being in agreement with Ambridge Christian Center’s statements, strategy, and structure, I now feel led by the Holy Spirit to unite with the Ambridge Christian Center family.  In doing so, I commit myself to God and to the other members to do the following:

A.
I will protect the unity of my church

· By acting in love toward other members.

· By refusing to gossip

· By following the leaders

“So let us concentrate on the things which make for harmony, and on the growth of our fellowship together.”  Romans 15:19 (Ph)

“Live in complete harmony with each other - each with the attitude of Christ toward each other.”  Romans 15:5
“Have a sincere love for your fellow believers, love one another earnestly with all your hearts.”  

1 Peter 1:22 (GN)

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs...”  Ephesians 4:29
“Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.  They keep watch over you as men who must give an account.  Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be no advantage to you.”  Hebrews 13:17
B.
I will share the responsibility of my church

· By praying for its growth

· By inviting the unchurched to attend

· By participating in a ministry or a small group

“To the church...we always thank God for you and pray for you constantly.”   

1 Thessalonians 1:2

“Go out into the country...and urge anyone you find to come in, so that My House will be full.”  

Luke 14:23 (LB)

“So, warmly welcome each other into the church, just as Christ has warmly welcomed you, then God will be glorified.”  Romans 15:7 (LB)

C. 
I will serve the ministry of my church

· By discovering my gifts and talents

· By being equipped to serve by my Pastors

· By developing a servant’s heart

“Serve one another with the particular gifts God has given each of you...”  1 Peter 4:10 (Ph)
“God gave...some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people for works of ministry, so that the body of Christ may be built up..”  Ephesians 4:11-12
“Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  Your attitude should be the same as that of Jesus Christ...who took on the very nature of a servant.” 

Philippians 2:3-4,7
D. 
I will support the testimony of my church

· By attending faithfully

· By living a Godly life

· By tithing regularly

“Let us not give up the habit of meeting together...but let us encourage one another.”  Hebrews 10:25

“But whatever happens, make sure that your everyday life is worthy of the gospel of Christ.”    Philippians 1:27 (Ph)
“Each one of you, on the first day of each week, should set aside a specific sum of money in proportion to what you have earned and use it for the offering.”  1 Corinthians 16:2

“A tenth of all you produce is the Lord’s, and it is holy.”  Leviticus 27:30

SIGNED:  
_____________
___________________________

DATE: 
__________________________________________
OUR SALVATION


Our Salvation

“For now we are all children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and we who have been baptized into union with Christ are enveloped by Him.  We are no longer Jews or Gentiles, or slaves or free men, or even merely men or women, but we are all the same - we are Christians; we are one in Jesus Christ!”  

Galatians 3:26-28 (LB)

What Does It Mean To Be A Christian
Most people live their entire lives without ever knowing “Why?”  They exist year after year with no idea of why they live or God’s purpose for their lives.  The most basic question a person can ask is; “What is the meaning of my life?”
Everyone wants to find satisfaction in life.  People try many ways:
· Some look for satisfaction by acquiring possessions.

· Some look for satisfaction by experiencing pleasure.

· Some look for satisfaction by gaining prestige and power.

Real satisfaction comes 

from fulfilling my purpose in life

What Is My Purpose 

A.
God made me so He can 

 me!

God says, “I have loved you with an everlasting love!”  Jeremiah 31:3

“Even before the world was made, God had already chosen us to be His through our union with Christ...because of His love, God had already decided that through Jesus Christ He would make us His children - this was God’s pleasure and purpose.”  Ephesians 1:4-5 (GN)
B.
We were created to 


a personal relationship with God and to 



all of the rest of God’s creation!  This makes us special!

“So God created human beings, making them in His image.  He blessed them, and said, ...live all over the earth and bring it under control.  I am putting you in charge.”  Genesis 1:27-28 (LB)

“God richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.”  1 Timothy 6:17
Jesus said, “I have come in order that you might have life - life in all its fullness!”  John 10:10

C.
When we know and love God, and live in harmony with His purpose for our lives, it produces tremendous benefits in our life:

Clear Conscience

Life & Peace


Help with Weakness

Romans 8:1

Romans 8:6


Romans 8:26


Purpose

Confidence


Security


Romans 8:28

Romans 8:31


Romans 8:39


Power & Strength

Fulfillment


Freedom


Philippians 4:13

Philippians 4:19


John 8:32, 36

This is the kind of life-style God intends for us to live!


What Is The Problem 

· Why don’t most people feel accepted by God?

· Why aren’t most people satisfied?

A. The problem is _____________________  

B.  Sin brings ____________________  from ____________________. (Genesis 3:1-14)

1.
God’s Original Intention
a.
Adam knew God completely

b.
God blessed Adam abundantly

2.
Separation Came With Disobedience
“Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made.  He said to the woman, ‘Did God really say, “You must not eat from any tree in the garden?”’  The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, “You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.”’.  ‘You will not surely die,’ the serpent said to the woman.  ‘For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’  When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom she took some and ate it.  She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.”  Genesis 3:1-6
3. All Men And Women Experience This Separation

As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one, there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God.”  Romans 3:10-11  
C.  Three types of death brought by sin:  (Romans 6:23)
1.  _____________________   Death
2.   _____________________  Death
3. ______________________  Death
D.   Do I qualify - What about my sin? 

"for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,...”  Romans 3:23
"But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars-- their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death."  Revelation 21:8
"For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it."  James 2:10
1. How much of a sinner are you?
10 Commandments
#1.
Have No Other God’s Before Me


Is there anything you are more devoted to?

#2.
Never Make Or Worship An Idol!


Is there another object of worship in your life?

#3.
Do Not Use God’s Name In Vain


Have you ever tossed his name about?

#4.
Keep The Sabbath Holy


Do you give one day to God completely?

#5.
Honor Your Father And Mother


Did you do this well?

#6.
Don’t Murder

“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’  But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell."  Matthew 5:21  
#7.
Don’t Commit Adultery

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’  But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart."        Matthew 5:27-28

#8.
Don’t Steal


Not even a pencil or something incidental?
#9.
Don’t Lie


White Lies?  Exaggerations?  Gossiping?
#10.
Don’t Covet Or Desire Things Not Yours

"For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it."  James 2:10  

What Is The Plan 

A.
Man’s way:  False covering for sin
Contemporary “Fig Leaves”:

1.
Good 




“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God, not by works, so that no one can boast.”  Ephesians 2:8-9
2.
Right 




“You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.”  James 2:19 

3.
Wrong __________________ … God doesn’t grade on a curve
“And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged ACCORDING TO WHAT THEY HAD DONE as recorded in the books.”  Revelation 20:12  

B.
God’s way:  Redemption through Jesus Christ

1.
He provides the 



.

“The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.”        Genesis 3:21 
a.
1st Sacrifice

b.
Precedent:      Bloodshed Needed To Cover Sin

c.
Requirement:  Life For Life

2.
He provides the _______________________

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”   1 John 1:9  

“Come now, let us reason together,” says the Lord. “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool."      Isaiah 1:18  

"...as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us."  Psalm 103:12  

3.
He provides the _________________________

“Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.” 
John 1:12-13  

“The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.”   Romans 8:16  
What Is The Process 

A.




-  and forsake your sin (wrong motives, thoughts, actions, words, attitudes) seeking God for His forgiveness.
“Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.”  
II Corinthians 7:10
B.




- that Jesus died to pay for your sins and that He rose again on Easter, and is alive today.  

“God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.” II Corinthians 5:21
“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name (Jesus) by which we must be saved.”  Acts 4:12

C.




- God’s free gift of salvation.  Don’t try to earn it.
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 6:23
Our relationship to God is not restored by anything we do, 

but on the basis of what Jesus already did for us!
D.



- Jesus Christ as your savior and the director (“Lord”) of your life.

"That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved."  Romans 10:9-10
You can take these steps by praying a simple 

Prayer of Commitment to God:

“Dear Jesus, thank you for making me and loving me, even when I’ve ignored You and gone my own way.  I realize I need You in my life and I’m sorry for my sins.  I ask You to forgive me.  Thank you for dying on the cross for me.  Please help me to understand it more.  As much as I know now, I want to follow you from now on.  Please come into my life and make me a new person inside.  I accept Your gift of salvation.  Please help me to grow now as a Christian.”

“Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.”  Romans 10:13

The Symbols Of Salvation

A.
A Sacrament is a celebration through which we ______________ God's grace.


For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--not by works, so that no one can boast.           Ephesians 2:8-9
B.
A Symbol is a celebration through which we ____________________ God's grace (which is accessed by faith).
Baptism and Communion 

The Importance of Being Baptized 

A.
Why Should I Be Baptized?

1.  To follow the example set by 



.

“At that time Jesus came from Nazareth and was baptized by John in the river.”     Mark 1:9

2.
Because Christ 



it.

“Jesus said, ‘Go then, to all people everywhere and make them my disciples, baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and then teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.’”  Matthew 28:19-20

3.
It demonstrates that I really am a 




“...many of the people who heard Him believed and were baptized.”  Acts 18:8

“We know that we have come to know Him, if we obey His commands.”  1 John 2:3
B.
What is the Meaning of Baptism?

1.
It  


Christ’s Burial And Resurrection.

“Christ died for our sins...He was buried...and He rose again.”  1 Corinthians 15:3-4
“For when you were baptized, you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you were also raised with Christ.”  Colossians 2:12

2.
It illustrates my 



 as a Christian.

“When someone becomes a Christian he becomes a brand new person inside.  The old life has passed away and a new life has begun!”  II Corinthians 5:17
“By our baptism then, we were buried with Him and shared His death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead...so also we may live a new life!”  
Romans 6:4
3.
It expresses my 


  


 to Christ.

Baptism doesn’t make you a believer - it shows that you already believe.  Baptism does not “save” you, only your faith in Christ does that.  Baptism is like a wedding ring - it’s the outward symbol of the commitment you made in your heart.

 C.   Why be baptized by immersion?

1.
Because 



was baptized that way.

“As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water.”  Matthew 3:16
2.
Every baptism in the 


 was by immersion.

 (Example) “...then both Philip and the man went down into the water and Philip baptized him.  When they came up out of the water...”  Acts 8:38-39
3.
The word “Baptize” means “to 


 water”.
The Greek word baptizo means “to immerse or dip under water”.

4.
It best symbolizes a 


and 


.
The founders of denominations agree:

· Martin Luther...”I would have those who are to be baptized to be entirely immersed, as the word imports and the mystery signifies.”

· John Calvin...”The word ‘baptize’ signifies to immerse.  It is certain that immersion was the practice of the ancient church.”

· John Wesley...”Buried with Him, alludes to baptizing by immersion according to the custom of the first church.”

D. 
Who Should Be Baptized?

1. Every person who has _____________ in Christ.

“Those who believed and accepted His message were baptized...”  Acts 2:41
“Simon himself believed and was baptized...”  Acts 8:13
“But when they believed Philip as he preached the Good News...and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.”  Acts 8:12
· At Ambridge Christian Center we wait until our children are old enough to believe and understand the true meaning of baptism before we baptize them.

· Some churches practice a “baptism of confirmation” for children.  This ceremony is intended to be a covenant between the parents and God on the behalf of the child.  The parents promise to raise their child in the faith until the child is old enough to make his own personal confession of Christ.  This custom began about 300 years after the Bible was completed.

· We practice something to fulfill this desire to give children back to God and pledge ourselves, as parents, to be godly.  We call this ceremony “Baby Dedication”.

· This is different from the baptism talked about in the Bible, which was only for those old enough to believe.  The purpose is to publicly confess your personal commitment to Christ.

· At Ambridge Christian Center, it is a requirement that every member must have been baptized the way Jesus demonstrated, even though many of us were “confirmed” as children.

E.
When Should I Be Baptized?

1. As soon as you have believed!


“Those who believed...were baptized...that day!”  Acts 2:41

“Then Philip began with the scripture and told him the Good News about Jesus.  As they traveled along the road, they came to some water, and the man said, ‘Look there is water!  Why shouldn’t I be baptized right now?’  Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your heart, you may.’  The man answered, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.’  So they went down into the water and Philip baptized him.”  Acts 8: 35 - 38

· There is no reason to delay.  As soon as you have decided to receive Christ into your life, you can and should be baptized.  If you wait until you are “perfect”, you’ll never feel “good enough”!

F.
Can My Family Be Baptized Together?

1. Yes...  

· If each family member understands fully the meaning of baptism, and each one has personally placed his/her trust in Christ for salvation, we encourage families to be baptized at the same time.  It is a wonderful expression of commitment.  Young children who wish to be baptized are asked to meet with a Pastor for a pre-baptism conversation.

· However, it is important to remember that baptism is a personal statement of faith, not a family tradition.  It is usually not wise to delay your baptism while waiting on other family members to accept Christ, particularly children.  This puts an undue pressure on them, and delays your obedience.

G.
What Should I Wear When I Am Baptized?

1. Dark pants and shirt are appropriate for baptism.  

2. Bring a change of clothes, a towel, and a plastic bag for your wet clothes.  We provide changing rooms.

H.
Will I Have To Say Anything?

1. Yes.  All we expect is a brief testimony of what God has done to forgive you and make you spiritually alive.  A simple testimony: “I want to thank Jesus Christ for forgiving me, loving me and giving me eternal life.  I am baptized tonight as a step of obedience to Him.”  

2. It can be more extensive if you desire.  We encourage you to invite all your relatives and friends to hear your testimony and see your baptism.

The Meaning of the Lord’s Supper

Jesus never asked His disciples to remember His birth.  But He did instruct them to remember His death and resurrection. He gave the church two visible symbols (called “ordinances”) as reminders of His death.  These two ordinances are: Baptism and The Lord’s Supper.  The Lord’s Supper is an object lesson that represents a great spiritual truth for believers.

A.
What Is The Lord’s Supper?  
(1 Corinthians 11:23-26)
1.
It is a __________________ not an elaborate ceremony

 “The Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread...”  (verse 23)
2.
It is a ____________________________

“...and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; eat it in remembrance of me.’”  (verse 24)

3.
It is a ____________________________

“In the same way, He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; drink it to remember me.’”  (verse 25)

4.
It is a  _____________________________

“For whenever you eat the bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes back.”  (verse 26)

B.
Who Should Take the Lord’s Supper?

1. Only those who are already ____________  - who are in right relationship to God.       (Mark 4:22-26)

“For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgement upon himself.”   I Corinthians 11:29
C. 
How do I Prepare Myself for the Lord’s Supper?

1. A person ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.

“Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.        1 Corinthians 11:27-28
Self-Examination


Confessing my sins

1 Corinthians 11:27


1 John 1:9


Recommitment


Restoring Relationships

Romans 12:1



Matthew 5:23-24

D.
When and how often should we observe the Lord’s Supper?
1. Jesus never said when or how often believers should observe The Lord’s Supper.  He instituted it on a Thursday night.  Since it is a ‘supper’, it may seem more appropriate to observe it at an evening service.

We observe communion at various times: Sunday mornings, occasionally at prayer meetings, and at special services.

OUR STATEMENT 

OF FAITH


Our Statement of Faith

10 Doctrinal Statements

1.    About the Bible

· The Bible is God’s Word to us.  It was written by human authors, under the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit.  It is the supreme source of truth for Christian beliefs and living.  Because it is inspired by God, it is the truth without any mixture of error.

2.    About God

· God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe.  He has eternally existed in three personalities:  The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  These three are co-equal and are one God.

3.    About Jesus Christ

· Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  He is co-equal with the Father.  Jesus was born of a virgin, lived a sinless human life and offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all people by dying on a cross.  He arose from the dead after three days to demonstrate His power over sin and death.  He ascended to Heaven’s glory and will return again someday to earth to reign as King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.

4.    About Human Beings

· People are made in the spiritual image of God, to be like Him in character.  People are the supreme object of God’s creation.  Although every person has tremendous potential for good, all of us are marred by an attitude of disobedience toward God called “sin”.  This attitude separates people from God and causes many problems in life.

5.    About Salvation

· Salvation is God’s free gift to us but we must accept it.  We can never make up for our sin by self-improvement or good works.  Only by trusting in Jesus Christ as God’s offer of forgiveness can anyone be saved from sin’s penalty.  When we turn from our self-ruled life and turn to Jesus in faith we are saved.  Eternal life begins the moment one receives Jesus Christ into his life by faith.

6.    About Sanctification

· Salvation is not the goal of spiritual growth.  Although we are declared holy or sanctified at salvation, as a believer submits himself to the work of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God, he is progressively transformed toward a divine nature, like that of Christ.

7.    About the Holy Spirit

· The Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the Son of God.  He is present in the world to make men aware of their need for Jesus Christ.  He also lives in every Christian from the moment of salvation.  He provides the Christian with power for living, understanding of spiritual truth, and guidance in doing what is right.  He desires to fill every believer to a point of overflowing (in accordance with Acts 2:4) evidenced physically and initially by praising God in a spiritual language and ultimately in the power and desire to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with those who need to hear.

8.    About Divine Healing

· Divine healing from God is an integral part of the Gospel.  Deliverance from sickness is provided in the Atonement (Christ’s suffering and death for our reconciliation with God).  Healing is a privilege of all believers.

9.    About the Return of Jesus Christ

· At an unspecified time in history Jesus Christ will return again to gather believers to him and execute judgment on evil.  Then Christians of all ages will live with God forever.  The scriptural truth of the Lord’s soon return is “the blessed hope”.  

10.   About Eternity

· People were created to exist forever.  We will either exist eternally separated from God by sin, or eternally with God through forgiveness and salvation.  To be eternally separated from God is Hell.  To be eternally in union with Him is eternal life.  Heaven and Hell are real places of eternal existence.

Distinctive Emphasis of ACC

· Our faith, speech, and life should be based on the authority of the Bible as God’s inspired Word to us. 

· Salvation is by faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ, who died, was buried, rose from the grave, and lives today impacting lives.

· Lifestyle of the book of Acts should be normal for all believers (The Acts of the Holy Spirit)

· Every member is a minister (priesthood of believers) and each person is called to serve and to live a supernatural life.

· God has given each person unique gifts, talents, personality, and resources.  We are called to be effective stewards of those gifts.

· Healing is available to all through the Risen Christ.

· The goal of every believer is to have the attitudes of Christ and to live in such a way that honors and glorifies his name.

· Jesus is coming back.  One day the entire world will be redeemed from the curse of sin.

About The Bible 
A. The Bible is God’s Word to us.  

“All Scripture is God breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness” II Timothy 3:16 (NIV)
B. It was written by human authors, under the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

“Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture cam about by the prophets own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit”  II Peter 1:20, 21 (NIV)
C. It is the supreme source of truth for Christian beliefs and living.  

“What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus.”  II Timothy 1:13 (NIV)
“Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.”  Psalm 109: 105 (NIV)

D. Because it is inspired by God, it is the truth without any mixture of error.

“All your words are true; all your righteous laws are eternal.”  Psalm 109: 160 (NIV)

“ And the words of the Lord are flawless like silver refined in a furnace of clay, purified seven times.”  Psalm 12:6 (NILV)
“Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.”  Proverbs 30:5 (NIV)

Is The Bible Credible?

A.    It is miraculously assembled.
· Over 40 Very Different Men were used to write it

Doctors   

Lawyers    


Kings

Shepherds     

Priests    


Fishermen

Prophets     

Tax Collectors

· Using Different Styles:

History       

Poetry       


Proverb

Letters       

Prophecy

· Over Many Generations

1500 Years

Men So Diverse Wrote On One Unified Theme

B.  It has been powerfully validated 

1. The most DOCUMENTED book.

· Hundreds Of Manuscripts as early as 200 BC

· Most Other Works Only Have A Few...(example: Julius Caesar’s Writings)

Only 1 copy
dated: 1100 AD
No one questions Caesar's validity … yet many question the Bible!

2.
The most QUOTED book.

3.
The most VERIFIED book.

· Countless archaeological findings confirm it.   (Illustration:  some doubted that Pilate existed...no record.  Recently stone uncovered with his inscription.)

4.
The most INDESTRUCTIBLE book.

· Many kings have tried to burn it or remove it.

5.
The most POWERFUL book.

· Many lives have been transformed by reading it.

D.  It has a clear meaning and message

· There is one interpretation 

· There are many applications

E. Where should I begin?

· At ACC our primary translation used for preaching and teaching is the English Standard Version (ESV) of the Bible. The ESV is the most accurate translation currently in circulation. It is a careful, word-for-word translation from the most reliable Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek biblical manuscripts, yet translated into very readable English. 

· Literal Translations (ESV, NASB, NKJV):  Directly translated from the original languages.  These are the most accurate.

· Dynamic Equivalence Translations (NIV, NLT): These are translated as thought for thought rather than word for word from the original languages. These are easier to read and understand.

· Paraphrase (Message, Living Bible):  Put in easier to understand language, not from original languages, but from a translated English Bible.

· Study Bibles:  Provides non-inspired but helpful study notes.

· Bible Reading Plans

About the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the Son of God.  He is present in the world to make men aware of their need for Jesus Christ.  He also lives in every Christian from the moment of salvation.  He provides the Christian with power for living, understanding of spiritual truth, and guidance in doing what is right.  He desires to fill every believer to a point of overflowing (in accordance with Acts 2:4) evidenced physically and initially by praising God in a spiritual language and ultimately in the power and desire to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with those who need to hear.

II Corinthians 3:17; John 16:7-13,14,16,17; Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 2:12, 3:16; Ephesians 1:13; Galatians 5:25; Ephesians 5:18.

A.    Who is the Holy Spirit?

1.  Jesus introduces Him as a 




“And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever” John 14:16

2.
He was involved in the Old Testament:

a.
In 





“Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”  Genesis 1:2
b.  Upon 




“I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take of the Spirit that is on you and put the Spirit on them.  They will help you carry the burden of the people so that you will not have to carry it alone.”  Numbers 11:17
c.  In  






“And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people, Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions.”  Joel 2:28

3.  He was 



 in the ministry of Jesus

“As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water.  At that moment Heaven was opened, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on Him.”        Matthew 3:16

4.
He is the 


 and


 of the church

“While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’”  Act 13:2

B.    What is His role in my life? 

1.
He 




 us  …  At salvation 
“The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.”  Romans 8:16

”Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ.  He anointed us, set His seal of ownership on us, and put His Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.”   2 Corinthians 1:21-22
2.  He 




 us … When baptized in Holy Spirit

“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from Heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.”  Act 2:1-4

3.  He 



 us  … on a daily basis.

“Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery.  Instead, be filled with the Spirit.”  Ephesians 5:18

”You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you.  And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.”   Romans 8:9
“Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off-for all whom the Lord our God will call.’”        Acts 2:38-39 

 “...He gave them this command:  ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about’”.  Acts 1:4

 “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?”  
1 Corinthians 3:16 

The Habit of Giving 

"...Freely you have received, freely give."  Matthew 10:8

How My Giving Reveals Spiritual Maturity

"Just as you excel in everything else...in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness...
 see that you also excel in the grace of giving.”  2 Corinthians 8:7
A.  Why God Wants Me to Give - 7 Benefits to My Life

1. Giving makes me  ________________ ___________________ 

“God so loved the world that He gave His only Son... “  John 3:16

2. Giving draws me ____________________ to God

“Where your treasure is, there your heart is also.”  Matthew 6:21

3. Giving is the antidote to ______________________

“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  Command them to be generous and willing to share.  In this way they may take hold of the life that is truly Life!”   1 Timothy 6:17-19

4. Giving strengthens my __________________

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. Honor the Lord by giving Him the first part of your income and He will fill your barns to overflowing.”    

Proverbs 3:5,9

“Give and it will be given to you...For with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.”   Luke 6:38

5. Giving is an investment for __________________

“...Give happily to those in need, and always be ready to share whatever God has given you.  By doing this, you will be storing up real treasure for yourselves in heaven - it is the only safe investment for eternity.”  1 Timothy 6:18-19 (LB)

6. Giving blesses me in ____________________

A generous man himself will be blessed.”  Proverbs 22:9

“A generous man will prosper, he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.” Proverbs 11:25
“Good will come to him who is generous...”  Psalm 112:5

7. Giving makes me _____________________

(Jesus)  “There is more happiness in giving than in receiving.”  Acts 20:35

The people rejoiced...for they had given freely and wholeheartedly to the Lord.” Proverbs 11:25 

Giving of My Finances   

A. What The Bible Teaches About Tithing

1. What Is Tithing?

· Tithe” means “a 


 part”

2. What Is The Difference Between A “Tithe” And An “Offering”

· A “tithe" is giving  


of my income.

· An “offering” is anything I give in 


 to my tithe.

3.  Why Should I Tithe?  8 Reasons From God’s Word:

· Because God 


 it.

“A tenth of all you produce is the Lord’s, and it is holy.”  Leviticus 27:30

· Because Jesus 



 it.
“Yes, you should tithe, and you shouldn’t leave the more important things undone either.”  Matthew 23:23

· Tithing demonstrates that God has



 in my life.

“The purpose of tithing is to teach you to always put God first place in your life.”  Deuteronomy 14:23 (LB)
· Tithing reminds me that 



 was given to me by God!

“Always remember that it is the Lord your God who gives you the ability to produce wealth.”  Deuteronomy 8:18

· Tithing expresses my 



 to God.

(Question)  How can I repay the Lord for all His goodness to me?  Psalm 116:12

(Answer)  Each of you should bring a gift in proportion to the way the Lord your God has blessed you.  Deuteronomy 16:17
· God says that refusing to tithe is 



from Him!

God says, ‘Will a man rob God?  Yet you are robbing me!’  But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’  God says, ‘In tithes and offerings...Bring your whole tithe to My house.’  
Malachi 3:8-10

· Tithing gives God a chance to prove He



 and wants to bless


 you!

‘Bring your whole tithe to My storehouse.  Test me in this’ says the Lord, ‘and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you won’t have room enough for it!  I will prevent pests from devouring your crops and the vines in your fields will be protected from plagues.”  Malachi 3:10

· Tithing proves that I really 



 God.   
“If you really love me, do what I command“  John 14:15

 “...I want you to be leaders also in the spirit of cheerful giving...This is one way to prove that your love is real, that it goes beyond mere words.” 2 Corinthians 8:7b - 8 (LB)
4.
What Should I Tithe?

· The 


 part of what I earn, not the 



.
“Honor the Lord by giving Him the first part of all your income.”  Proverbs 3:9-10

5.
Where Should I Give My Tithe?

· Where I 




.
“Bring your whole tithe to My Storehouse (Temple) ... “  Malachi 3:10

6.
When Should I Tithe?

· “When you 



 to your place of worship.
“On the first day of every week, set aside some of what you have earned and give it as an offering.  The amount depends on how much the Lord has helped you earn.”  
1 Corinthians 16:2 (LB)
7.
How To Remember To Tithe

· Build it into your budget

· Do it weekly - as worship

· Teach your children to tithe

8.
Isn't tithing an Old Testament Principle?

B.   Giving With The Right Attitudes

1.
Give 




.
“For if the willingness is there, your gift is acceptable according to what you have, not according to what you don’t have.”  2 Corinthians 9:12

2.
Give 




.
“...for God loves a cheerful giver!”  2 Corinthians 9:7

3.
Give 




.
“They gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.  Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service...” 2 Corinthians 8:3-4
4.
Give 




.
"Remember this:  Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly; and whoever sows generously will reap generously."  2 Corinthians 9:6

The Key to Giving  

     “...they first gave themselves to the Lord..”  2 Corinthians 8:5

About Divine Healing

Divine healing from God is an integral part of the Gospel.  Deliverance from sickness is provided in the Atonement (Christ’s suffering and death for our reconciliation with God).  Healing is a privilege of all believers.

A.    Healing is provided through the 





“Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered Him stricken by God, smitten by Him, and afflicted.  But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed.”  Isaiah 53:4-5
Three types of healing:

B.    The “Prayer of  



” will make the sick well  

“Is any one of you in trouble?  He should pray.  Is anyone happy?  Let him sing songs of praise.  Is any one of you sick?  He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord.  And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up.  If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.  Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  

James 5:13-16

C.    Our practice

· Elders  (Pastors and Leadership)

· Lay hands on sick

· Anoint with oil  (Symbol of Holy Spirit)

· Believe in faith for healing

About The Return Of Jesus Christ 

All Christians who have died will one day rise from their graves and will meet the Lord in the air. The scriptural truth of the Lord’s soon return is “the blessed hope”.  

Romans 8:23; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; Titus 2:13

About Eternity

People were created to exist forever.  We will either exist eternally separated from God by sin, or eternally with God through forgiveness and salvation.  To be eternally separated from God is Hell.  To be eternally in union with Him is eternal life.  Heaven and Hell are real places of eternal existence.

John 3:16; John 14:17; Romans 6:23; Romans 8:17-18; Revelation 20:15; 1 Corinthians 2:7-9

Definition of Terms

Great Tribulation - 7 years of trouble

· Dealings Between Israel And The Antichrist

· 3 1/2 Years Of Peace + 3 1/2 Years Of Trouble

Armageddon - Final battle between Antichrist and Jesus

· Literal site in Israel

· Place of that final conflict

Second Coming - Christ returning to destroy the Antichrist

· With an army of changed believers

· To fight on behalf of Israel

· At conclusion of tribulation

Millennium - Christ’s literal 1000 year reign on earth

· Follows defeat of antichrist 

· At conclusion of tribulation

· Believers will reign on earth with Christ

· Satan will be bound

Great white throne judgment

· All sinners judged based on works

· All whose names are not written in Book of Life are cast into eternal lake
 New Heavens and New Earth

· Permanent home for righteous

· Completion of God’s full redemption plan
Scriptures For Further Study

The Antichrist: 

· 2 Thessalonians 2

· Revelation 13

The Great Tribulation:

· Revelation 7:14

· Daniel 9:24-27

· Matthew 24:21

Second Coming Of Christ: 

· Matthew 24:1-35

· Revelation 16:16

· Revelation 19:11-21

Millennial Reign Of Christ:

· Zechariah 14:9

· Hosea 2:18

· Isaiah 2:4

· Revelation 20:1-6

Satan’s Bondage And Release: 

· Revelation 20:7-10

Judgment Seat Of Christ: 

· 1 Corinthians 3:13

Marriage Supper Of The Lamb: 

· Revelation 19:6-9

· Luke 14:15

Great White Throne Judgment: 

· Revelation 20:11-15

· Revelation 21:8

New Heavens And New Earth: 

· 1 Corinthians 15:24-28

What Is The Baptism In The Holy Spirit?

A. It is an experience that follows salvation.

B. For the purpose of supernatural witness.

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1:8

C. It is a complete overwhelming by the person of the Holy Spirit.

· Baptize  -  “to immerse”

· To be totally under the “influence of.”

· To be completely “controlled by.”

D. The initial physical evidence is speaking in another tongue ... “As the Spirit gives utterance”

· We show that God controls us completely when the Holy Spirit has complete control of our most unruly member! ...Like the tip of our head in water baptism, it is the last to go under.

“We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check.”  James 3:2

“All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by man, but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.”  James 3:7-8

E. The evidence that follows is a supernatural lifestyle!

· Tongues is not the goal - it is the first step!

· We learn to hear and obey by speaking it out.

· The goal is a relationship with the Holy Spirit.

· We see Him, we don’t seek It...(Speaking In Tongues)

What Is Speaking In Tongues?
A. It is a prayer language...understood by God!

“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.”  Romans 8:26

B. It is a real language - whether earthly or Heavenly.

C. It is intended to edify us or build us up!

“He who speaks in a tongue edifies Himself, but He who prophesies edifies the church.”  

1 Corinthians 14:4
D. It is meant to be a regular part of prayer.

“I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you.”  1 Corinthians 14:18

“I would like every one of you to speak in tongues...”  1 Corinthians 14:5

E. It is the same in essence as the gift of tongues - Used in corporate/public worship.

F. But it is different in function.

“I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you.  But in the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue.”  I Corinthians 14:18-19

“If anyone speaks in a tongue, two-or at the most three-should speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret.  If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and God.”  1 Corinthians 14:27-28

G. Not everyone will be used in the gift of tongues (publicly).

· But all should seek to experience … the Baptism in the Holy Spirit!

OUR STRUCTURE

AND STRATEGY

Our Structure and Strategy 

Church History

Since its’ inception, the vision of Allison Park Church was to grow and plant churches. During the summer of 1967, D. Ronald Bailey, became APC’s Lead Pastor.  Pastor Jeffrey S. Leake succeeded Pastor Ron Bailey as Lead Pastor in 1991.  Through the efforts of Pastor Jeff, and many staff pastors and members, six churches were planted in the North Hills area. 

In December 1998, Ambridge Christian Center became one of those churches. For several years, Pastor Jim “Cal” Callahan conducted “Sidewalk Sunday School” in areas in and around Ambridge. When Pastor Jeff and other pastors from APC were discussing where to plant the second church, Pastor Cal said “Ambridge”. At that point, Pastor Jeff declared, “ I will believe that Ambridge is the place when a man of God comes and tells me it is!” Within the following week, a graduate of Central Bible College, Dennis Ugoletti contacted Pastor Jeff and told him he would like to start a new church in the Pittsburgh area. When asked what location he wanted to start the church, Denny replied “Ambridge”. By December 7, 1998 Ambridge Christian Center was born! Pastor Denny has since left ACC to become a full time chaplain at the Beaver County Jail. 

In June 2006, Pastor Mike Santistevan succeeded Pastor Ugoletti as Senior Pastor of Ambridge Christian Center. Mike and his wife Jessica are both graduates of Central Bible College. Mike’s B.A. is in Preaching and Evangelism/Bible and Jessica’s is in Church Communication/Bible. Mike is currently pursuing a Master of Divinity through the Assemblies of God Theological Seminary. Pastor Mike and Jessica’s heart is to help people experience the love of God and equip them to become wholehearted followers of Christ.

How The Church Is Defined
A.
Is it visible or invisible?



 Visible Church
True Church
    

 





Visible Church



   
True Church


1.
An organization




1. Not limited by time; by place


2.
Outward in nature




2. All who are born-again

3.
Can be part of True Church




3. From many organizations


4.
May not be part...




4. Inward in nature

B.
It is based on our confession of faith

1. Our 




 is the Rock upon which the church is built.             (Matthew 16:13-20)
2.
Ultimate Question: 
Who do you say that I am?

· This question determines your eternal destiny!

· Not important what “church” you go to.

· But are you a part of the true church.

 “Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.  And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.‘“   Matthew 16:16-18
3.
What Was Actually Being Said?

· Jesus said, “You are Peter (petros = pebble), and on this Rock (Petra = Great Stone)  I will build my church...”

· The Rock - Peter’s confession of Christ 

· The Stone - Peter himself as a Believer is built as a part of the Church

"As you come to him, the living Stone - rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him - you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. "   I Peter 2:4-5

4.
The Church = ______________ ___________ ___________. 1 Peter 2:4-10
· Those who choose to put their faith in the Rock

· These are "called out of darkness" and "into light"

"But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light."   

I Peter 2:9
How This Church is Structured 

"For God is not a God of disorder, but of peace ... Everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way."     1 Corinthians 14:33, 40
The structure of the church should not be determined by culture, business practices, or even denominational traditions.

The nature of the church determines its structure.

A.
The church is a 




  (The temple of the Holy Spirit)
 "Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?  If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him; for God’s temple is sacred, and you are that temple."             1 Corinthians 3:16-17

B.  The church is a ____________________________.

“You should be like one big happy family, full of sympathy toward each other, loving one another with tender hearts and humble minds.”  1 Peter 3:8 (LB)   

Galatians 6:10
 Hebrews 2:10-12 
1 Peter 4:17

1. Types of Governance:

a. Episcopal/Catholic Governance:  

· Authority rests in the hands of the clergy and resides primarily outside of the local church and through the hierarchy of leadership.
· Local church members have a limited role in decision making.
· Strengths:
· Weaknesses:
b. Congregational Governances:

· Authority rests in the hands of the members.  Like democracy—Majority rules.
· Clergy leads but and is limited by the vote of membership.
· Strengths:
· Weaknesses:
c. Church Family Governance:

· Authority rests in the hands of Christ.  He is the head of the church.  Great trust is placed in leadership to follow Christ, yet with strong relational accountability.  Voting occurs but not as a primary means of decision-making.  
· Clergy and Membership operation in partnership in attempting to discern and follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit as expressed through 5-fold Ministry Gifts (Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors and Teachers) and spiritually mature leaders.
“Don’t reprimand a senior member of the church, appeal to him as a father.  Treat the young men as brothers, and the older women as mothers.  Treat the younger women as sisters...” 

1 Timothy 5:1-2 (Ph)

“(A Pastor) must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect.  If anyone does not know how to manage his family, how can he take care of God’s church?”  1 Timothy 3:4-5

“If a brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you.  If he listens to you, you have won your brother over.  But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’  If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.”  Matthew 18:15-17

2. Three steps in the choice to belong and participate with the Family of God:

a. _______________ is your choice to identify with Jesus Christ and His Church (all believers from every nation, race, language, generation, and denomination).




** When a baby is born – human family **

b. ________________ is your choice to identify with a local body of believers where you commit yourself to invest in and be involved in the church’s well being and ministry.




** When someone takes it home – local family. **

c.



  


 


 is your choice to form face-to-face relationships with other believers who are committed to you and where you can find and contribute strength, ministry, and encouragement.
C.
The church is a _____________________________

"They continued steadily learning the teaching of the apostles, and joined in the fellowship..."   

Acts 2:42 (Ph)

1.
A top priority in a fellowship is _______________ and ______________________.

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”   Ephesians 4:3

“So let us concentrate on the things that make for harmony and the growth of our fellowship together.”  Romans 14:19 (Ph)

2.
Any attitude that causes disunity is ________________________.

Colossians 3:15
1 Corinthians 1:10
II Timothy 2:14
Proverbs 17:14; II Corinthians 13:11
Colossians 2:2
Philippians 4:2
Philippians 1:27

1 Peter 3:8 

1 Corinthians 14:33
John 13:34-35
II Timothy 2:23; Romans 15:5-6
Romans 12:16-18 
Colossians 3:13-14
Psalm 133:1

3.
Implication:  Family Governance promotes unity and downplays  _________________.

“(Often)...your meetings do more harm than good because I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you...”  I Corinthians 11:17-18

4.
“Voting” tends to create ____________________.

· At Ambridge Christian Center we only vote on:

· Election of Deacons (majority)

· Purchase of land or buildings

· Installation of the Lead Pastor

· Changes in the Church Constitution

5.
We operate on the principle of agreement.

D.
The church is a 




.

1 Corinthians 12:27
Ephesians 5:23
Ephesians 1:22-23
Colossians 1:18, 2:19

1.
We are a body - not a business!  We are an organism - not an organization!

2.
We function on the basis of 



 not elected offices.

“Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  We each have different gifts according to the grace given us.”   Romans 12:4-6
3.
In an organization “maintenance” becomes the focus.  But in an organism “ministry” is the focus.

· At Ambridge Christian Center we have a simple structure so we can maximize           ____

 and minimize 



.

E.
The church is an _______________________.

      “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand."              Ephesians 6:12-13

1.
Our Full Potential

a.
In 


 - with God through Jesus Christ and other believers.

b.




 - from past hurts and patterns that have hindered my life.

c.




 - of the Holy Spirit and living a supernatural life.
d.




- to steward the gifts and callings of God in my life.

e.   




 - growing like Christ in His attitudes and in His impact.
3. Our Equipping Process: Experience, Excel, Express
F.
The church is a 



.

Jesus’ favorite description of the Church:  John 10:1-30     Matthew 26:31   Matthew 25:33
1.
Therefore it is cared for and led by 




(Small Group Leaders)
“Jesus asked Simon Peter, ‘Do you really love me?’  ‘Yes Lord,’ said Peter.  ‘Then take care of my sheep.”  John 21:16-17
2. The only way to find proper care and necessary attention for your life and for your soul is to be in relationship with other believers in a Small Group.

“To the elders I say...Be shepherds of God’s flock, serving as overseers...”    I Peter 5:1-2

“Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church.  When they arrived he said to them...Guard yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.  Be pastors of the church of God...”   Acts 20:17-18,28

       3. Small Groups are focused on 3 Critical Relationships

· Intimacy with God

· Community with members

· Influence with outsiders

G.
The Church is a 



.
“For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church...”   Ephesians 5:25
“One of the seven angels...said to me, ‘Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.“   Revelation 21:9
Our Affiliation 

A. Ambridge Christian Center is an interdenominational church in its approach to ministry.  We also participate with many churches from various denominations and backgrounds. 
B. We are also affiliated with a larger fellowship of churches called the Assemblies of God.

· The Pennsylvania-Delaware District - Over 350 churches that fellowship together to evangelize our states.  The Penn-Del District gave an offering of $7,000 in 1969 which triggered the building of our first facility.

· The General Council of the Assemblies of God - Over 11,800 churches (and almost 1,400,000 members nationwide) cooperating together in world-wide missions efforts.

These groups have provided materials, prayer support, camps, retreats, training seminars, and many other resources to our church through the years.

We wholeheartedly support all these groups and their organizing efforts to touch the world for Christ.

C. When did the Assemblies of God begin?

The Assemblies of God was birthed in the fires of revival that swept the world at the turn of the century.  Participants in the revival were filled with the Holy Spirit in similar fashion to the disciples and followers of Jesus on the Jewish Feast of Pentecost.

Like those in the Upper Room (Acts 2:1-4), the followers of the 20th century revival spoke in tongues as they received the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

The resurgence of the Holy Spirit’s outpouring is generally traced to Topeka, Kansas, in January 1901.  From Topeka the winds of the Holy Spirit carried the revival south and into the western regions of North America.  This great revival movement eventually paved the way for the formation of the Assemblies of God in 1914.

The first meeting of the Assemblies of God was held in Hot Springs, Arkansas, in April 1914.  This meeting brought together some 300 church leaders.  Apprehensive about creating another denomination, those attending agreed to form a loosely knit fellowship of independent churches.  So began the General Council of the Assemblies of God.

D. What is the Assemblies of God?

The Assemblies of God is...
· The largest Pentecostal fellowship of churches.

· One of the fastest growing movements around the world.

· A world-wide fellowship with over 60 million adherents from many races, languages and nations.

E. Why not just be an Independent Church?

1. We are an independent church!  
Every Assemblies of God church is completely independent.  There is no denominational control or hierarchy as there is in most other denominations.  Each church is self-governed and determines its own affairs.  

For example:

· Every Assemblies of God church chooses its own pastor.

· Every Assemblies of God church owns its own buildings and assets.

· Every Assemblies of God church determines its own programs.

2.
What are the advantages of affiliating with the Assemblies of God?

It allows us to identify with other Christians around the world who are known for their commitment to the Bible and to the power of the Holy Spirit.  Unlike other groups, the Assemblies of God has no man-made “creed”.  The Bible is our only authority.

It allows our church to participate in the fastest growing missionary organizations in the world.  Through the Assemblies of God we help support missionaries in countries around the world.
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